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Name That Tree! 
     How do we know which tree is which? There are certain characteristics that 

scientists look for to help tell trees and other plants apart. Here are just a few 

questions that scientists must ask: 

Is it Simple or Compound? 

A simple leaf is one that is                 

just one blade and one stem.                 

 

A compound leaf is one that  

is made up of multiple blades  

that share one stem. 

Identify each of the following leaves as a simple leaf or a compound leaf: 

 

 

 

 

Maple___________     Black Locust__________   Oak__________   Black Cherry_________ 

 

 

 

Ash___________     Chestnut____________   Sassafras__________   Sweetgum_________ 

 

*Drawings courtesy of <http://forestry.about.com/cs/treeid/a/100_trees_id.htm> 

Elementary 


